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2006 Yukon River Fall Salmon Fishery News Release #1 

Announcement #1, Beginning of Fall Season in Lower Yukon River Districts 
Districts Affected: Yukon River Area 

 
The Yukon River Drainage Fall Chum Salmon Management Plan became effective July 16. The 
plan specifies that a minimum run size of 300,000 fall chum salmon is required to meet 
escapement and rebuilding needs throughout the drainage, a run size larger than 500,000 is 
needed to allow for a normal subsistence salmon fishery, and a run size larger than 600,000 is 
necessary for a directed fall chum salmon commercial fishery. 
 
The 2006 fall chum salmon preseason projection is for a total run size of approximately 1.2 
million salmon. Based on the performance of this year’s summer chum salmon return, indicators 
suggest that the improved productivity experienced since 2003 will continue into this year’s fall 
chum run. With the 2006 summer chum salmon run exceeding expectations, there is increased 
confidence that the 2006 fall chum salmon run size will likely be at or above the preseason 
projection. A run of this size should be sufficient to provide for escapement and subsistence uses 
with an expected surplus for commercial harvest. 
 
In accordance with the Fall Chum Salmon Management Plan and the run size projection, 
subsistence fishing in the Yukon districts will remain relaxed off the windowed subsistence 
fishing schedule, which is a continuation of the summer season fishing times.  Subsistence 
salmon fishing in the Coastal District, Districts Y-1, Y-2, and Y-3 and the Innoko River will 
remain open 7 days a week, 24 hours a day. Upriver districts will likely also continue the 
subsistence fishing schedule from the summer season on into the fall as fish move upriver. With 
an anticipated surplus of fall chum salmon, managers will be working with buyers to schedule 
commercial fishing periods dependent upon run strength and market interest. Since the lower 
river drift test fish projects at both Emmonak and Mountain Village and the Pilot Station Sonar 
Project are just getting started for the fall season, a summary of project data will be included in 
next week’s fishery update. 
 
For recorded fishery announcements and updates call 949-1731, 24 hours a day. If you have any 

 
 



 

questions regarding this report, please call the Emmonak state Fish and Game office at 949-1320 
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at 949-1798. The Emmonak Fish and Game office will stand 
by on VHF channel 7A. This has been a report by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game in 
cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
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